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" ... think of it as your ticket to change the world ... " 
�EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY" 

�come to the campus of Eastern Illinois University. 
Today's graduation ceremony will be a memorable moment in the lives of 
the graduates and their parents, relatives and friends. 
Eastern Illinois University considers the recognition of each graduate 
important. Applause for your graduate is certainly appropriate. In order 
to maintain a dignified graduation ceremony, we do ask, however, that 
you refrain from disruptive behavior such as whistling or shouting. Your 
cooperation in maintaining an atmosphere appropriate to the symbolic 
conclusion of the college experience for the graduate is requested. 
In consideration for all the graduates, please remain in your seats until 
after the ceremony and recessional are concluded. 
Jl>road Jllir£oy, Jl>romzii'l_f c5fizture 
Eastern Illinois University, located in Charleston, is a public, residential 
university that places priority on teaching excellence. Approximately 
12,000 students are enrolled in undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Non traditional and part-time students are enrolled in programs at both 
on- and off-campus sites. University faculty are involved in a wide range 
of research and public-service activities. Since 1895, Eastern has enriched 
the lives of generations of students and established a lasting reputation for 
excellence. 
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Pre-Program Concert 
Presiding 
Moment of Reflection 
Presentation of Colors 
The National Anthem 
Introduction of Platform Party 
Recognition of Marshals 
Greetings to the Graduates 
Faculty Senate 
Student Body 
Charge to the Class 
Ceremonial Winds and Percussion 
Mr. Louis V. Hencken, President 
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen, Vice President for 
External Relations 
Eastern ROTC Panther Battalion 
Ms. Kaylie Diel, Morning ceremony 
Mr. Brandon Brown, l\oon ceremony 
Mr. Dane Thomas, Afternoon ceremony 
Ms. Kaylie Diel and 
Mr. Dane Thomas, Evening ceremony 
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen 
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen 
Dr. Assegedetch Haile Mariam, Chairperson 
Mr. Ryan W. Berger, President 
Morning ceremony 




Charles A. Rohn 
Evening ceremony 
Mark A. Dronen 
Conferring of Degrees and 
Awarding of Diplomas 
Degrees in Course 
Morning ceremony 
College of Sciences 
The Graduate School 
Noon ceremony 
College of Arts and Humanities 
The Graduate School 
School of Continuing Education 
Afternoon ceremony 
College of Education and Professional Studies 
The Graduate School 
Evening ceremony 
Mr. Louis V. Hencken 
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences 
The Graduate School 
Presentation of Graduates 
Alma Mater 
Recessional 
Mr. Louis V. Hencken 
Ms. Kaylie Diel, Morning ceremony 
Mr. Brandon Brown, Noon ceremony 
Mr. Dane Thomas, Afrernoon ceremony 
Ms. Kaylie Diel and 
Mr. Dane Thomas, E\'ening cerernony 
Ceremonial Winds and Percussion 
Please rise for tbc Ahno /I-tater and remain standinf!, during the RecessivtUli. 
Mr. Louis V. Hencken 
Dr. Blair M. Lord 
Mr. Jeffrey L. Cooley 
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen 
Dr. Daniel P. Nadler 
Mr. Ryan W. Berger 
Dr. Assegedetch Haile Mariam 
Board of Trustees 
Speakers 
Honorary Degree Recipients 
Distinguished Faculty Award Recipient 
President 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Vice President for Business Affairs 
Vice President for External Relations 
Vice President for Student Affairs 
President of the Student Body 
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
Morning ceremony 
Mr. Leo Welch 
Noon ceremony 
Ms. Julie Nimmons 
Afternoon ceremony 
Dr. Robert Webb 
Evening ceremony 
Mr. Don Yost 
Morning ceremony 




Charles A. Rohn 
Evening ceremony 
Mark A. Dronen 
Noon ceremony 
Patrick Coburn 
William Edward Phipps (Couch) 
Evening ceremony 
Jeffrey G. Scott 
Charles Jacobs Younger 
Dr. Ruth Hoberman 
Livingston Lord Scholars 
Academic Deans 
Morning ceremony 
Shannon Inboden, Robinson 
Whitney Puzey, Fairmount 
Emily Wisniewski, Springfield 
Noon ceremony 
Ashley Tomlinson, Pekin 
Evening ceremony 
Julie Culbertson, Vandalia 
Dr. Robert M. Augustine The Graduate School 
Dr. Mary Anne Hanner College of Sciences 
Dr. William C. Hine School of Continuing Education 
Dr. Diane B. Hoadley Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences 
represented today by Dr. Mattha S. Brown, Associate Dean 
Dr. Bonnie D. Irwin The Honors College 
Dr. James K. Johnson College of Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Charles A. Rohn College of Education and Professional Studies 
T he Board of Trustees 
Mr. Roger L. Kratochvil 
Ms. Julie I. Nimmons 
Mr. William O'Rourke 
Dr. Robert D. Webb 
Mr. Leo Welch 
Mr. Don Yost 










Dr. James A. McGaughey 
Noon ceremony 
Dr. Susan Bazargan 
Afternoon ceremony 
Dr. Veronica P. Stephen 
Evening ceremony 
Dr. Charles W. Wootton 
Faculty Marshals 
Morning ceremony 
Dr. Barbara A. Lawrence 
Dr. Anupama Sharma 
Noon ceremony 
Dr. Charles Titus 
Dr. Sace E. Elder 
Dr. Mahyar Izadi 
Afternoon ceremony 
Dr. Robert Doyle 
Dr. Linda M. Reven 
Evening ceremony 
Dr. Timothy H. Mills 
Dr. Yunus Kathawala 
College of Sciences 
College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Education and Professional Studies 
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences 
College of Sciences 
7be Graduate School 
College of Arts and Humanities 
7be Graduate School 
School of Continuing Education 
College of Education and Professional Studies 
7be Graduate School 
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences 
7be Graduate School 
Mr. Matt Piescinski, BS '79, MS '91, is making introductions and reading the graduates' names for today's 
ceremonies. 
The sign language interpreter is Ms. Debbie Rotramel, BSE '89, MSE '95. 
If you are hearing-impaired, you and one companion may sit in the reserved area on the west side 
of the arena floor. Assistive Listening Systems (frequency: 72.900 MHz Wideband) are available at the 
Information Table in the lobby. 
Hosts are Eastern faculty and staff, retired faculty, and members of the EIU Annuitants Association. 
Every effort has been made to secure the safety and comfort of guests and graduates with special needs. 
Any area marked "reserved" is for persons with special needs and one companion each. 
�mmencement Speakers 
judge Gary W. Jacobs 
Jacobs, currently the presiding judge for Coles County, has served the 5th Judicial Circuit in 
judicial roles since 1989, when he was appointed associate judge. He was elected to a circuit 
judge position in 1992. Before becoming a judge, Jacobs was a private attorney practicing in 
Mattoon. Jacobs earned his bachelor's degree in Political Science from EIU in 1974, and went 
on to receive his juris doctoris degree from Saint Louis University School of Law in 1977. 
Patrick Coburn 
Shortly after leaving EIU in 1965, Coburn joined 7be State journal-Register in Springfield, 
where he worked his way up from being a reporter to being named publisher in 1997. 
He also serves as vice president of the Copley Press Inc., and has been a leader of many 
industry organizations. Coburn was inducted into the Eastern Journalism Department Alumnus 
Hall of Fame in 2003. Outside of journalism, he has had a great impact on the Springfield 
community, perhaps most notably through the "Friend in Deed" program, which has provided 
millions of dollars in food, clothing and gifts to the needy during the holiday season. 
Char/,es A. Rohn 
Rohn serves as dean of the College of Education and Professional Studies at EIU, following 
two years as chair of EIU's Department of Educational Administration. He previously worked 
in teaching and administrative roles at university, community college, high school and junior 
high levels. Rohn earned his bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of Illinois 
at Springfield, and his specialist and doctoral degrees in Educational Administration from 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. 
Mark A. Dronen 
Dronen, president and chief executive officer of GO! Products in Elmhurst, was named the 
2005 Distinguished Alumnus for EIU's School of Business for his career accomplishments and 
for his service to the school. Prior to founding GO! Products in 2003, Dronen founded DC 
Systems in Oakbrook Terrace, guiding it into a multimillion-dollar company. He previously 
was as a systems engineer with Ross Perot's technology company EDS. Dronen earned a 
bachelor's degree in Business from EIU in 1984. 
$norary Degree Recipients 
Patrick Coburn 
Shortly after leaving EIU in 1965, Coburn joined The State journal-Register in Springfield, 
where he worked his way up from being a reporter to being named publisher in 1997. 
He also serves as vice president of the Copley Press Inc., and has been a leader of many 
industry organizations. Coburn was inducted into the Eastern Journalism Department Alumnus 
Hall of Fame in 2003. Outside of journalism, he has had a great impact on the Springfield 
community, perhaps most notably through the "Friend in Deed" program, which has provided 
millions of dollars in food, clothing and gifts to the needy during the holiday season. 
William Edward Phipps (Couch) 
Shortly after coming to Eastern in 1939, William Edward Couch cut his academic career 
short and changed his last name to pursue success in Hollywood. Despite taking a hiatus 
for military service during World War II, Phipps' filmography includes more than 80 movies 
(including "The War of the Worlds," "Invaders from Mars," "Cat-Women of the Moon" and 
"Julius Caesar"), 130 television shows (including "Batman," "Gunsmoke," "Perry Mason," 
"Rawhide" and "The Twilight Zone") and numerous commercials. He has worked alongside 
stars including Humphrey Bogart, Marlon Brando and Robert Mitchum. But he is perhaps best 
known by generations as the voice of Prince Charming in Walt Disney's "Cinderella." 
Jeffrey G. Scott 
After graduating from the EJU School of Business in 1968, Scott served in the U.S. Army 
and then embarked on a highly lauded career in financial services. Scott recently retired as 
regional vice president of Sagemark Consulting, formerly CIGNA Financial Advisors, after 
more than three decades in the financial services industry. Scott received the Lumpkin College 
of Business and Applied Sciences Distinguished Business Alumnus award in 1990, and the 
EJU Distinguished Alumni Award in 1995. He now serves as a member of the EJU Foundation 
Board of Directors. Scott serves with his church and is a past chairman of the board of 
trustees of ChildHelp Virginia, which meets the needs of abused and neglected children. 
Charks Jacobs Younger 
Younger was student body president before earning a Physics degree from EJU in 1954. He 
served in the U.S. Army Counter-Intelligence Corps until 1956, when he started his career 
with Illinois Bell Telephone Co. In 1967, he joined Continental Cablevision Inc., rising 
through the ranks to become executive vice president. As director of the Illinois-Indiana 
Cable Association nearly four decades ago, he helped lead tl1e successful fight against state 
jurisdiction over cable. Younger, a recipient of the Burnham & Nancy Neal Philanthropy 
Award for Outstanding Private Foundation, is involved in a leadership capacity on several 
private boards, in his church and with the community foundation in Findlay, Ohio. 
_@istinguished Faculty Award 
Dr. Ruth Hoberman 
Dr. Ruth Hoberman, a professor in EJU's English Department, is praised by her colleagues 
as "an exceptional teacher with innovative ideas and a fierce sense of dedication to her 
students." Students echo the sentiment, with many calling her their favorite teacher. An 
acclaimed scholar who has received three grants from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Hoberman has made significant contributions to her field. Her writing credits 
include the books "Trespassing Boundaries: Virginia Woolf's Short Fiction" (2004), "Gendering 
Classicism: The Ancient World in Twentieth Century Women's Historical Fiction" 0997) and 
"Modernizing Lives: Experiments in English Biography, 1918-1939" (1987). She has also 
published articles in major journals, including Woolf Studies Annual and Victorian Literature 
and Culture. 
�mmencement Marshals 
Each marshal will carry the University mace, traditionally a symbol of honor accorded a 
marshal of Commencement. The mace was fashioned out of Illinois walnut by Or. Robert 
Sonderman, professor emeritus, School of Technology, Lumpkin College of Business and 
Applied Sciences. It was first used in the Fall 1985 Commencement ceremony. Each faculty 
member chosen as a marshal has his or her name inscribed on a brass plate attached to the 
mace. 
Dr. James A. McGaughey, associate professor, Biological' Sciences, is the Commencement 
Marshal for the 9 a.m. ceremony, representing the College of Sciences. Dr. McGaughey has 
been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1990. 
Dr. Susan Bazargan, professor, English, is the Commencement Marshal for the noon 
ceremony, representing the College of Arts and Humanities. Or. Bazargan has been a member 
of Eastern's faculty since 1985. 
Dr. Veronica P. Stephen, professor, Early Childhood, Elementary, and Middle Level 
Education, is the Commencement Marshal for the 3 p.m. ceremony, representing the College 
of Education and Professional Studies. Dr. Stephen has been a member of Eastern's faculty 
since 1990. 
Dr. Charles W. Wootton, professor, School of Business, is the Commencement Marshal for 
the 6 p.m. ceremony, representing the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences. Or. 
Wootton has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1988. 
�ulty Marshals 
The Faculty Marshal is a faculty member given the honor of carrying the college banner for 
his or her college. 
Dr. Anupama Sharma, assistant professor, Psychology, is a Faculty Marshal for the 9 a.m. 
ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the College of Sciences. Or. Sharma has 
been a member of Eastern's faculty since 2000. 
Dr. Barbara A. Lawrence, associate professor, Chemistry, is a Faculty Marshal for the 9 
a.m. ceremony, representing the College of Sciences. Dr. Lawrence has been a member of 
Eastern's faculty since 1997. 
Dr. Sace E. El.der, assistant professor, History, is a Faculty Marshal for the noon ceremony, 
representing The Graduate School and the College of Arts and Humanities. Dr. Elder has been 
a member of Eastern's faculty since 2003. 
Dr. Charles Titus, instructor, History, is a Faculty Marshal for the noon ceremony, 
representing the College of Arts and Humanities. Dr. Titus has been a member of Eastern's 
faculty since 1972. 
Dr. Mahyar Izadi, professor, School of Technology, is a Faculty Marshal for the noon 
ceremony, representing the School of Continuing Education. Dr. Izadi has been a member of 
Eastern's faculty since 1984. 
Dr. Linda M. Reven, professor, Early Childhood, Elementary, and Middle Level Education, is 
a Faculty Marshal for the 3 p.m. ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the College 
of Education and Professional Studies. Dr. Reven has been a member of Eastern's faculty 
since 1990. 
Dr. Robert Doyle, associate professor, Physical Education, is a Faculty Marshal for the 3 p.m. 
ceremony, representing the College of Education and Professional Studies. Dr. Doyle has been 
a member of Eastern's faculty since 1980. 
Dr. Yunus Kathawala, professor, School of Business, is a Faculty Marshal for the 6 p.m. 
ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the Lumpkin College of Business and 
Applied Sciences. Dr. Kathawala has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1982. 
Dr. Timothy H. Mills, professor, School of Business, is a Faculty Marshal for the 6 p.m. 
ceremony, representing the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences. Dr. Mills has 
been a member of Eastern's fac�lty since 1989. 
�ademic Costume 
The pageantry of commencement exercises dates from the Middle Ages and the traditions of 
Europe's first universities. The origins of academic attire are little-known, but it is probable 
that because students in medieval times enjoyed the status of clerics, their dress was 
patterned after clerical dress. The gown appears to be an adaptation of the robe of a priest 
or friar; the hood and mortar board evolved from the cowl and skullcap worn by monks and 
friars. 
For each of the degree levels, bachelor's, master's and doctoral, the gown is distinctive. The 
bachelor's gown is yoked, has long sleeves, and is worn closed. The doctoral gown has full, 
bell-shaped sleeves and is trimmed with velvet panels down the front and three velvet bars 
on each sleeve. 
While black velvet is proper trimming for all doctoral gowns, the color of the panels and bars 
is often varied to indicate the academic discipline in which the doctoral degree was earned. 
Although hoods are available for all three degree levels, the hood for the bachelor's regalia 
is seldom used. The doctoral hood varies from the other two in that it has flat, wide panels 
on either side. The color(s) lining the detachable hoods are those of the college or university 
granting the degree. 
The black mortar-board cap or tam is the accepted style in colleges and universities of the 
United States. Many foreign universities have distinctive and colorful forms of headdresses. 
An integral part of the headdress, the tassel varies widely in its use and color. The doctor 
usually wears a gold tassel, although black is acceptable; the master wears a black tassel. For 
the bachelor, the tassel can be black or varied according to the degree. 
The present academic costume has evolved from a traditional background covering hundreds 
of years. With the adoption of the Intercollegiate Code in 1895, a definite pattern was 
established to make possible the recognition of degrees conferred by American colleges and 
universities. 
$ College Colors 
The banners behind the platform reflect the chosen colors of the four colleges, The Graduate 
School, and the School of Continuing Education at Eastern Illinois University. Those colors, 
matched to the entities, are the following: 
The Graduate School - french blue 
Arts and Humanities - white 
Business and Applied Sciences - khaki, dartmouth and spanish yellow 
Education and Professional Studies - bird blue and bright green 
Sciences - Spanish yellow 
School of Continuing Education - wineberry 
$nors Programs 
Eastern's Honors College programs are separated into University and Departmental divisions. 
Both programs offer academically superior students an opportunity to develop their 
achievement potential through Honors courses with other Honors students. Outstanding 
participants in the Honors Programs may receive scholarships or tuition waivers in recognition 
of their scholastic abilities. To be eligible for either program, a student must meet at least two 
of the following criteria: have an ACT composite of 26 or above or SAT of 1120 or above; 
finish in the upper 10 percent of high school graduating class; have a 3.5 grade point average 
for at least 12 hours of coursework taken at Eastern; or have the permission of the dean of 
the Honors College. 
University Honors Programs graduates have completed a minimum of 25 hours of coursework 
in the University Honors Program courses with at least a 3.5 grade point average. 
Departmental Honors Programs graduates have completed a minimum of 12 hours of 
coursework in the Departmental Honors Program and completed a senior thesis with at least 
a 3.5 grade point average. 
8ractuation with Distinction 
Students graduating with distinction are designated by gold, white or blue cords. 
Summa Cum Laude - gold 
"With Highest Honor" - G.P.A.: 4.00-3.90 
Magna Cum Laude - white 
"With High Honor" - G.P.A.: 3.89-3.80 
Cum Laude - blue 
"With Honor" - G.P.A.: 3.79-3.65 
a Mater 
Music by Frederich Koch - Words by Isabel McKinne---....,.�. 
For us arose thy walls and towers; 
Their beauty, strength, and grace are ours. 
The hills and prairies at thy feet 
For us in lovely landscape meet. 
So must our hearts remember thee, 
So may our lives our tribute be; 
Strong, true, and beautiful and brave and free, 
So shall our hearts, our hearts, remember thee. 
Tbe audience is invited to join in the singing of the 
National Anthem and the Alma Mater. 
You are educated. 
Your ceJtification is in your degree. 
You may think of it as the ticket to the good life. 
Let me ask you to think of an alternative. 
Think of it as your ticket to change the world. 
-Tom Brokaw 
~ 
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